
John Baker Mott
Y.M.C.A. organizer, peace activist, Nobel Laureate  (1865 – 1955 )  

Mott was born in Livingston Manor, New York, but grew up 
in Iowa, attending Upper Iowa University at the age of 16. He 
transferred to Cornell University in 1885 where he intended to 
study law, but switched to philosophy. He graduated Phi Beta 
Kappa in 1888 and began a 27-year service as the national secre-
tary to the Intercollegiate Y.M.C.A.

With Karl Fries of Sweden, he organized the World’s Student 
Christian Federation in 1895 and as its general secretary went 
on a two-year world tour. Mott was the presiding officer of the 
World Missionary Conference in Edinburgh in 1910, and chair-
man of the International Missionary Council.

From 1915 to 1928, Mott was general-secretary of the Interna-
tional Committee of the Y.M.C.A. and from 1926 to 1937 presi-
dent of the Y.M.C.A.’s World Committee. During World War I, 
Mott became general secretary of the National War Work Coun-
cil, receiving the Distinguished Service Medal for his work. For 
the Y.M.C.A. he kept up international contacts as circumstances 
allowed and helped to conduct relief work for prisoners of war 
in various countries. He declined President WOODROW WIL-
SON’S offer of the ambassadorship to China, but he served in 
1916 as a member of the Mexican Commission, and in 1917 as a 
member of the Special Diplomatic Mission to Russia.

He received the Nobel Peace Prize in 1946 for his work in estab-
lishing and strengthening international Protestant Christian 
student organizations that worked to promote peace.

Mott wrote 16 books in his lifetime; crossed the Atlantic over 
100 times and the Pacific 14 times, averaging 34 days on the 
ocean per year for 50 years; delivered thousands of speeches; 
and chaired innumerable conferences. 

Dr. Mott and his wife had four children, including JOHN L. MOTT. 
He died at his home in Orlando, Florida, at age 89.


