Emanuel Leutze

Artist (1816 —1868 )

Leutze was born in Wurttemberg, Germany and was
brought to America as a child when his family set-
tled in Philadelphia. He received his first instruction
in art from J. A. Smith, a portrait painter in that city.
In 1840 one of his pictures attracted attention and
procured him several orders, which enabled him to
go to Dusseldorf. He intended to return to the U.S.
but when his teenage bride became pregnant he
stayed in Germany, returning in 1859, the year he
joined the Century.
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o St b ‘\ ‘ £y _ B Astrong supporter of Europe’s revolutions of 1848,

' ' 8 Leutze decided to paint an image that would en-
courage their liberal reformers with the example of
the American Revolution. Using American tourists
and art students as models and assistants, Leutze
finished Washington Crossing the Delaware in 1850.

e : = - Itis owned by the Metropolitan Museum of Art in

ashington Crossing the Delaware SR

From a Painting by Emanuel Leutze / Eastman Johnson %"L@g New York. In 1854, Leutze finished his depiction of
The Post office the Battle of Monmouth, Wa.sh-mgton rallyz.ng the
erroneously gives troops at Monmouth, commissioned by an impor-
EASTMAN JOHNSON tant Leutze patron, banker David Leavitt of New
equal credit for i
Washington Cross- York City.
ing the Delaware. ) ) . )
Jo]qqnson helped In 1859, Leutze painted a portrait of Chief Justice
Leutze with some Roger Brooke Taney, which hangs in the Harvard
of the details, such )
as Washington’s Law School. Leutze also executed other portraits,
o chggi‘s' tbﬁitrr? id including one of fellow painter RICHARD MORRIS
with the painting. HUNT. That portrait was owned by Hunt’s brother
érr]‘gtb@e[eeljtrgg tlg‘ 1S LEAVITT HUNT, a New York attorney. In 1860, Leutze
the flag, which did was commissioned by the U.S. Congress to decorate
not exist in 1776. a stairway in the Capitol Building in Washington,

for which he painted a large composition, Westward
the Course of Empire Takes Its Way.




