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Gibson was a graphic artist, noted for his creation of the 
Gibson Girl, an iconic representation of the beautiful and 
independent American woman at the turn of the 20th 
Century.

Gibson was born in Massachusetts and studied at the Art 
Students League in Manhattan for two years before leav-
ing to find employment. He sold his first work in 1886 to 
JOHN AMES MITCHELL’s Life magazine, and his work ap-
peared weekly in the magazine for over thirty years. Gib-
son became the editor and eventual owner of Life after the 
death of Mitchell in 1918. His work appeared in all major 
New York publications, including Harper’s Weekly,  Scrib-
ners and Colliers Magazine. His illustrated books include 
the 1898 editions of Anthony Hope’s The Prisoner of Zenda 
and its sequel. 

In 1895, he married the beautiful Irene Langhorne, a sister 
of Nancy Astor, the first woman to serve as a Member of 
Parliament in the British House of Commons (1919-1945). 
Nancy was married to the American-born British aristo-
crat Waldorf Astor, son  of WILLIAM WALDORF ASTOR, one 
of the wealthiest men in the world. Another Langhorne 
sister, Phyllis, married Englishman Bob Brand, Oxford 
scholar and economic expert, known since he was a young 
civil servant as “The Wisest Man in the Empire.” The ele-
gant Langhorne sisters, born to a wealthy Virginia family, 
served as the inspiration for the famous ‘Gibson Girls.’

The popularity of the Gibson Girl faded after World War 
I, and Gibson took to working with oils for his own plea-
sure. He retired in 1936 and died in 1944, a Centurion for 
four decades. While the Gibson Girl might be history, one 
creation of his still lives on: the Gibson Martini is named 
after him.


